
FAQs: Intro to Finding Grants 
 
 
 
Where do DAFs fit in the chart of sources of contributions to nonprofits? 
Donor-advised funds (DAFs) are considered individual contributions. 
 
Can religious or faith-based organizations apply for foundation grants?  
Places of worship, including churches, mosques and synagogues, and faith-based organizations 
generally qualify for 501(c)(3) status and so are eligible to receive foundation grants. However, 
foundations vary in their giving interests. Some exclude faith-based organizations or will require 
projects to benefit the larger community beyond the church's membership. 
https://learning.candid.org/resources/knowledge-base/faith-based/  
 
Can a brand new organization get a grant / are there grants for start-ups?  
Without a track record of achievements and of financial sustainability, it can be difficult for a 
new 501(c)(3) to get a grant. Also, we do not know of any grantmakers who provide seed money 
for start-ups. You will probably need to rely on individual donors and supporters to get off the 
ground.  
 
What’s an RFP? 
Requests for proposal (RFPs) are just a small subset of available grants. Organizations typically 
use RFPs when they need outside help to complete a specific project, or want to publicize the 
launch of a new initiative or to announce deadlines for grants and prizes. Also, government 
agencies normally issue a Notice of Funding Availability or other announcement to publicize a 
funding opportunity.  
 
How do you reach foundations or grantmakers when it is "invite only"?  
Many of these foundations are willing to consider new applicants, but they’re using other 
methods to learn about possible grantees to limit the number of proposals they have to review. 
We suggest you look at the foundation's grants from the last several years to see its giving 
trends. If it varies its grantmaking from year to year, has an interest in your field, and makes 
grants in your geographic area, it could be a good prospect. You probably have personal or 
professional contacts who can help you meet people at the foundation. Networking is the most 
effective method to get on any funder’s radar, whether or not it accepts unsolicited applications.  
 
Any advice for small national orgs / online organizations without any specific 
geographic areas? 
When searching for grantmakers in Foundation Directory, use Geographic Focus for the location 
where you are based and perhaps for a few areas where you operate most frequently. You will 
capture national funders if they have given in those areas. 
 
How do you know how much to ask for?   
Most grants are program-based, so your ask is based on the budget for your particular program 
or project. You will need to present a budget. No one funder is going to give you the full amount, 
so you will have to decide how many to apply to and how much they are likely to give you. 
 
How do I narrow a search to seek funders that will provide general operating 
support? 

https://learning.candid.org/resources/knowledge-base/faith-based/


General operating support is still the exception rather than the rule; most grants are for 
program expenses only. If you already have a relationship with a funder, you might make the 
case for general operating support. You can search in Foundation Directory for funders who 
have made general operating support grants, but that information is not comprehensive as we 
do not have that information for all of the funders. 
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