
January 20, 2022 
 
James Funder  
The Goldfinger Foundation 
1234 Fifth Avenue 
Cleveland, OH 44100 
 
Dear James: 
 
Thank you so much for speaking with me in December about Youth Promise and our Growing 
Up Initiative.  I am hoping The Goldfinger Foundation can partner with us in support of the 
children of Cleveland through a $10,000 grant for summer 2022.  
 
The Growing Up Initiative is in its third year and has received widespread support from other 
Cleveland-area funders, such as the WhyNot Foundation, and the Smith Family Trust, as well as 
significant donations from community members.  To date, over 500 low-income children from 
the Hough and Midtown neighborhoods in Cleveland have become a part of the program.   The 
summer-length program begins in spring and recruits children from elementary schools in the 
area to attend programming three days a week. Children attend gardening classes, learn about 
plants and nutrition, and do fun activities related to the gardens. As the plants begin to be 
harvested, the children help package some of the produce for sale in local farmers’ markets, 
and proceeds from these sales help support the program as well. 
 
Our goals for the Growing Up Initiative are numerous—to teach children about sustainability 
and nutrition, to give them fun activities throughout the summer, to spur an interest in 
horticulture and farming, and to give them some lessons in entrepreneurship. Most of the 
children we serve have very few other enriching activities available to them in the summer.  
Many of them have never seen greenspace before, or eaten food that they’ve seen growing. No 
other youth programs in the area give kids this kind of chance to expand their horizons and 
learn where their food really comes from. 
 
The expenses of the program are small—most of the program workers are community 
volunteers, with one full-time paid volunteer coordinator and program supervisor who makes 
schedules and coordinates the activities.  A collaboration with the Botanical Garden allows us to 
feature expert speakers for the program. Youth Promise provides administrative staff and in-
kind support for the storage of program materials. The garden space is donated by a local real 
estate developer, and board members and local shops have provided funds to buy gardening 
materials, tools, and seeds.  Small grants have paid for the salary for the program supervisor in 
the past; but this year, we hope to also hire a part-time program associate to help expand the 
project, market to the community, and manage the volunteers.  
 
Total budget for this project year will be $75,000, with $40,000 in gifts and in-kind donations 
already committed. Your gift would go a long way toward making sure that we can serve all of 
the children that are interested, and to grow the program’s impact. I would be happy to send 



any additional information you might require and to answer any questions you might have 
related to this program or to Youth Promise.  You are also welcome to tour the Growing Up 
Initiative Garden and meet some of the children involved in the program. I hope that The 
Goldfinger Foundation continues to recognize the immense importance that community 
gardens have on our youth and will help us move this program to the next level. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dave Grantee 
Growing Up Initiative Supervisor 
Youth Promise 
4321 Twelfth Street 
Cleveland, OH 44110 

(330)-555-5678 


